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Aymer Fdward Maxwell was born on the 26".October 1877,the son of Sir Herbert
Maxwell, 7" Baronet. He enlisted in the Grenadier Guards in 1897.He served during the Boer
War and took part in the advance on Kimberley He retired from the regular army on the

4™ September 1907 with the rank of Captain:he joined the Territorials.

In 1914 he re-enlisted in the Grenadier Guards and served as second in command with the
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel of the newly formed Royal Naval Division,

Antwerp was the seat of the Belgian Government trom 1 7% August to 7. October 1914.0n
the 27 September the Germans laid sicge to Antwerp;during the first week of October the
Royal Naval Division entered the city to secure its defence. The city fell to the Germans on
the 10™.October.

Whilst going about his duties behind the firing line during the early hours of the
9t October,Aymer Maxwell was shot dead by a sniper. He is buried in Schoonselhof
Cemetery ina suburb of Antwerp.

On the 20 October 1909 Aymer Maxwell had married Lady Mary Percy,daughter of the
7 Duke of Northumberland. His name does not appear on our War Memorial but on a plaque
in the Northumberland chapel with that of his wife who is buried in our churchyard.
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1.Memorial
2.Casualties of the Great War-Naval Division

3.De Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour



In Memory of

Lieutenant Colonel

Aymer Edward Maxwell

Temporarily commissioned to, Royal Marines who died on 09 October 1914 Age 36

Son of the Rt. Hon. Sir Herbert Maxwell, 7th Bart., of Monreith, Wigtownshire, and Lady Maxwell; husband of Lady Mary
Maxwell, of House of Elrig, Portwilliam, Wigtownshire. Served in the South African Campaign with Grenadier Guards.

Remembered with Honour
Schoonselhof Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Aylmer Edward Maxwell
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Name:

Servicé Branch:
. Unit:
Rank;

Death Date:
Cause of Death:
Burial:

Service History:
Service Number:

Notes:

in the Great Britain, Royal Naval Division Casualties of The Great War, 1914-1924

Aylmer Edward Maxwell

Royal Marines

Collingwooed Bn.

Lieutenant Colonel

90ct 1914

Died of wounds .

Schoonsalhof Cemetery, Antwerp (B 342)

Collingwood Bn, Officer Commanding at Antwerp 1914
ex-Captain 1st Lovat Scouts & Grenadier Guards

Served in the South African Campaign with the Grenadier Guards ; Age 36 ; Son
of the Right Hon, Sir Herbert Maxwell, 7th Bart., of Monreith, Wigtownshire, &
Lady Maxwell ; Hushand of Lady Mary Maxwell, of House of Elrig, Port William,
Wigtownshire ; 1914 Star & clasp issued to widow, Lady Mary Maxwell, 21/9/20;
The Rev. H.C, Foster, M.A., Chaplain to the 2nd Naval Brigade, wrote in "At
Antwerp and The Dardanelles” (page 108):- He [Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell]
knew no fear, and in spite of the fact that he wore red tabs which are always
associated with the Headguarters Staff, went about his duties without thinking
of his personal safety. Just behind the firing-line he was going his rounds in the
early hours of Sunday, May 9th, when he was shot through the heart by a sniper.
He was paputar with all ranks; we admired him as a soldier, we loved him as a
man. To many he was known as “the brains” of the Brigade, and there isno
doubt that it was largely owing to Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell’s knowledge and
experience that we met with such astonishing success in the field. His body fay
in such a dangerous place that it was impossible te move it, and he was buried
quietly at the spot where he fell.
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Source Information

Jack Marshall, comp.. Great Britain, Rayal Naval Divisfon Casuaities of The Great War, 1914-1924 [database on-line], Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com

Operations Inc, 2008,

Originat data: Jack Marshall, comp. The Jack Clegg Memoiial Database of Royal Naval Diviston Casuaities of The Great War.

Description

This database is a register of the deaths of Royel Navy servicemen who served in the Royal Naval Division {RND) in World War L{WWI], 1t was compiled
from original service records and all other sources listing RND casualties. Information contained in this database includes: name of serviceman, service
branch, unit, date of death, cause of death, service history, and burialinformation. Learn mare.,
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